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Let us fight them with their own I/eapens. The ſame 
Engines, which they have always made uſe of to raiſe 
themſelves, will, I doubt not, if rightly employ'd, even 
yet be ſufficient to pull them dawn. Craftſman. 
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An 1mpartial Enquiry into 


the late Conduct of the 
City of London, relating 
to the Ex cISE-BILL, Cc. 


HE N the countenance of 
every Citizen is fluſm'd with 
8 77 joy at the diſappearance and 
108 abortion of the intended A- 
N MS iss, when, the ſtrange appre- 
henſions of my "7 oo] Citi tens 
are quite diſſipated, and nought but exul- 
tations appear amongſt them, ſhould be 
wanting in duty and affection, did I not 
in ſome meaſure ſympatkize with the pub- 
lick upon the ſucceſs of to extraordinary 
and ſo remarkable an event. 
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Traffick and Merchandize afford a copious 
and incxhauſtible fund, an eternal reſource 
of matter for the moſt teeming theoriſt 
to wander in, and for the moſt refin'd and 
conſurnmate Reaſoner to deſcant upon: but 
Trade was never fix'd and eftabliſh'd by 
mere Speculatiſts ; long experience and fa- 
miliarity with Trade and Merchandize arc 


equally eſſential with the ſtrongeſt reaſon- 


ing and reflection to form a juſt judgment 
of the tendency and conſequence of ſchemes 
of a mercantile nature, 

The opinion therefore of the trading and 
experienc'd world is a more certain criterion 
to judge by in matters of Commerce, than 
the moſt plauſible projets of the greateſt 
reaſoners without the pre-requiſite of expe- 
rience. By the ſenſe of the 7rading-world, 
I would be underſtood to mean that part 


only, in whom long experience, obſervation, 


found reaſoning and ſagacity are center'd ; 
and which qualifications are conducted by 
integrity, unallay'd and unbiaſs'd by pat 
ſion or prejudice. 

Where ſhall we look for men of theſe 
amiable accompliſhments but amongſt the 
body of Merchants; a body of men, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, who, by inviolable ho- 
nour, affability, and every ſocial virtue, 
render themſelves not only the cardinal or- 


naments, but the very quinteſſence off hu- 


man 


SS 


man ſociety ; and are the perpetual ſource 
of riches and plenty to every nation : they 
are the very eyes of the trading body, and 
convey the infinity of its objects into the 
Exchange, the Senſorium as it were, where 
they form the firſt principles of motion, 
which is communicated to all the exterior 
limbs of that vaſt extended conſtitution. 

The inimitable coolneſs and deliberation, 
the nice and punctual regard to all the 
rules of juſtice, integrity and moderation, 
which glitter through the whole ſeries of 
their mercantile conduct, will always car- 
ry the declared and united Senſe of the 
judicious and honourable part above all 
ſuſpicion of ſpringing from any ſelfiſh or 
ſordid views, or from any ill motive, or 
low groveling ſiniſter deſigns of their own. 

The ſenſe of ſuch Merchants is not only 
a rule, whereby the inferior and injudicious 
part of Traders ſhould govern and conduct 
themſelves, but even thoſe who are at the 
helm of national affairs, will always ac- 
commodate their meaſures to the ſenſe of 
lo great and worthy a body; ſo far as the 
circumſtances and ſituations of the State, 
with reſpect to other claſſes of the Com- 
munity, will admit. 

When we bchold all party diſtinctions, 
all private enmity and publick animoſitics 
W]bſide, and all ranks of the mercantile 

and 
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and trading part of the people unite in 
one common voice and reſolution againſt 
the converſion of the Cuſoms on Mine and 
Tobacco into an Exciſe, we cannot but con- 
clude ſuch a general Averſion, ſuch a uni- 
verſal Outcry againſt any ſuch Alteration, 
to be cither the genuine and natural ſenſe of 
the people, or that of ſome crafty Agents 
behind the curtain, who have caſt a veil over 
the underſtandings of the publick, and fo 
by a certain magical power have {ct a Spel! 
upon their common ſenſe. 

As I am a Trader in one of theſe Com- 
modities intended to be exciſed, and muſt 
therefore be affected by the conſequences 
of any Law that relates to that particular; 
as J have contributed my utmoſt to avert 
this converſion, I am induc'd to commu- 
nicate my private thoughts, and offer ſome 
reaſons, not only in juſtification of the 
paſt conduct of my Fellow-Citizens, for oppo- 
ſing by all dutiful methods the enacting 
any ſuch Law, but for their future conduct 
in the preſent ſituation, 

The arguments againſt the Bill's taking 
Effect, drawn from the Laws of Exciſe ; from 
the Trader's deprivation of their right to 
Trials by Pares, repugnant to Magna Charta, 
and that augmentation of power to Mini- 
ſters of State, aſſerted to attend the pre- 
ſent Scheme, are of very little weight, but 


may 
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17) 
may very reaſonably be diſpenc'd with, 
when any apparent and conſiderable ad van- 
tages thereby accrue to Trade, Arguments 
of this fort are common and obvious, and 
known to all men who have capacity to 
ſee the full force of them; are as well un- 
derſtood and judg'd of by the Theorift, as 
Practiſer in Commerce. 

However ſtrong and irreſiſtible theſe ar- 
guments of themſelves may appear to ſome 
of our Coffee-houſe Politicians, they could 
never have produced any ſuch united op- 
poſition; ſince it is impoſſible ever to eſta- 
bliſh any rule or maxim in ſociety that 
ſhall at all times, and in all conjunctures, 
have the ſame good effect, unleſs human 
nature could be mathematically ſettled; 
and the numbers, humours and diſpoſitions 
of the people, as well as their Trade and 
other circumſtances always immutably the 
lame, and not liable to the leaſt change or 
fluctuation. 

Nor could any apprehenſfions of ſuch 
an increaſe of power to the Preroga- 
tive, in the Ebb it is now at, have 
produc'd any ſuch effect. Theſe are in- 
deed popular Topicks, but rather affect the 
vulgar, than the fober and diſtinguiſhing 
part of the Traders. Magna Charta, tho' 
the firſt part of our Conſtitution, is now 
become the leaſt part of it, haying been 


alter'd 
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alter'd in particular times, and upon par- 
ticular occaſions and revolutions ; and no 
doubt may again when the circumſtances 
of affairs render it ſeaſonable ſo to do. If 
be ſufficient Reaſon againſt paſſing any 
Bill, becaule it is in ſome meaſure contrary 


to Magna Charta, the fame Reaſon would 


hold equally good to repeal all Laws that 
have ever been made, that have alter'd or 


annull'd the leaſt part of it; which would 


be to open the flood-gates of Popery again, 
and to reinſtate the Prerogative with its 
greateſt and moſt extended Power. 

This I take notice of only to ſatisfy 
every candid and impartial Conſiderer, that 
the general Spirit of Oppoſition could ne- 
ver ariſe from {ſuch fort of Arguments. 
For it can never be ſuppos'd that the Mer- 
chants and Traders would ſo unanimouſly 
and fo vigorouſly oppoſe a Bill, merely be- 
cauſe it was in ſome trifling and minute 
Circumſtance repugnant to Magna Charta, 
when they would readily and chearfully 
ſubmit to any ſuch deviation from Magna 
Charta, in favour of any Act that they 
judg'd would produce ſome conſiderable 
Advantage to Trade in general. And to 
ſpeak honeſtly and unprejudicedly, I haye 
heard many ingenuous Reaſoners and emi- 
nent Traders, tho' Enemies to the intend- 


cd Exciſe, wiſh, that they could recover 


all 
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all their juſt debts in the ſame manner, and 
with as little trouble and expence as they 
can do their Goods before the Commiſſiozers 
of the Exciſe, when they have any proper 
Evidence, or ſubſtantial Circumſtances, to 
ſhew they were illegally ſeiz'd. 

If then this general Ferment did not 
ſpring, and was not derived from theſe 
Arguments, it will be natural to enquire 
from hence it did ariſe, and what was the 
true origin of ſuch a ſtrange Phænomenon; 
to which, without prepoſſeſſion or preju- 
dice, I would freely and ingenuouſly give 
my opinion; viz. From the inconve- 
niencies, that Merchants and Traders by 
experience find, attend Officers viſiting their 
houſes, ſhops and warehouſes : Such as the 
laying open the great Secrets and Arcana 
of their Trade to thoſe Officers and others; 
inconveniencies too of ſuch a nature, that 
the honeſty of Officers, let the Govern- 
ment be never ſo careful of putting in men 
of probity and good manners, cannot re- 
lie ve them in. | 

Thele | think are more natural Cauſes 
for raiſing ſuch a Spirit, than what can 
proceed from the other ſpecies of Argu— 
ment: and theſe Inconveniencies can never 
be known ſo well to the profoundeſt Rea- 


ſouer, Stateſman or Politician, as to form a 


juſt and compleat Idea of the Caſe, as they 
B are 
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are to the experienc'd Trader, who fenſibly 
feels them. 111% 
Tho' the Senſe therefore of the Trading 
World claims fome regard from the Repre- 
ſentatives of a trading Nation, yet every 
true Citizen mutt allow it is highly juſt and 
reaſonable to fix upon ſome laudable and 
becoming Way whereby to expreſs, ſignify, 
and repreſent this Senſe to the Legiſlature, 

in the moſt lively and datifut manner. 
This can be done in no better way than 
by Petition in ſuch caſes as our Conſtitution 
admits of; by a Petition ſo publickly. and 
notoriouſly agreed upon by the Petitioners, 
and with ſuch evidence, marks and cha- 
racteriſticks of its being genuine and au- 


thentick, that the Legiſlature may have 


no room to entertain the leaſt doubt or 
ſeruple of the Petition's being obtain'd by 
any other means than by the general and 
univerſal Content of fuch a petitionin 
Claſs of Men. 
When this is done, ſuch chief Magi/trate 
or Officer of any Corporation, whole Au- 
thority may give a Sanction to, and ſup- 
port the Genuineneſs of the Petition, by 
carrying, and preſenting the fame to the 
Legiſlature, will undoubtedly as effectually 
obtain every thing aim'd at by the Peti- 


tion, as if the whole Body of Men repre- 


{ſented in the Petition, was perſonally pre- 
ſent 
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ſient before the Legiſlature; becauſe no 
branch of the people have any right, or 


pretence of right to be heard in Parliament 
but by Petition or Council. In any Cafe 
therefore, the ſingle Petition, preſented by 
a chief Magiſtrate appointed for that par- 
poſe, ſpeaks all that is allow d to be ſpoke, 
or that can be meant, ſignify'd or repre- 
fented by way of Petition by the whole 
Body, if perſonally preſent. 

Tho? I heartily defird\, and have endca- 
vour'd all in my power to have the general 
Senſe of the people againft an intended 
Alteration of Caſtoms into Exciſes, repre- 
fented and con vey'd in the ftrongeſt co- 
lours, by all legal and dutiful methods to 
our Senators and Lau- makers; yet I can 
by no means agree with the late proceed- 
ings of the City in doing it. 

am not unappriz d of the chief reaſons 
offer d and inſiſted upon in behalf of my 


Fellou-Citigens, in Juſtification of their 


Conduct; viz. that the Tobacrco-Bill was 


not a Money- Bill; or, that if it was a 


Money-Bill, the City of London have a 
right to petition, and be heard by their 


Council on any Bill whatſoever. 


Thoſe who defend the former, obſerve, 
that the Tobacco-Bill was only a new mo- 
delling, and modifying an old Bill already 
enacted into a Law for laying Cuſtomhonſe- 
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Duties on that Commodity; and as it Was 
not a Creation of any new Tax or Daty, 
but only a change or alteration of the me- 
thod of collecting a Tax that has been 
many years laid, it cannot be term'd a 
Money-Bill. rpg 

But, if we conſider that this Bill was 
brought in abſolutely to repeal, make null 
and void a former AQ, and for eſtabliſhing 
another new AQ in its ſtead, as the Title 
of the Bill moſt plainly indicates, we ſhall 
find this diſtinQion a meer fallacy ; and no 
ways ſupportable by any ſpecies of ſtrict 
and juſt reaſoning. If the latter reaſon be 
true, that the City have a right to petition, 
and be heard by Council againſt any Bill, 
an Enquiry into the former is ncedleſs and 
impertinent. But whether the City of Lon- 
don have that unlimited power to petition the 
Parliament in all caſes, is a point diſputa- 
ble amongſt the greateſt Lawyers. Hows- 
ever, for argument ſake, I ſhall take it for 
granted they had ſuch a "right. 

But, as I beſore obſery'd, that Right can- 
not be imagin'd to be further extended 
than to offer a petition by their chief Ma- 
giſtrates, and to be heard by Council: that 
is, by Council of ſuch Learning, Repute 
and Integrity, as the Houſe of Commons 
ſhall think worthy to be admitted to their 
honourable Bar. The Citizens however can 

claim 
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claim no Right to be preſent in the Houle 
at any Debate whatſoever : nor did I ever 
hear they have at any time pretended to 
any Privilege of that fort. If fo; then all 
numerous Aſſemblies of Citizens about the 
Parliament, when any Bill is in Debate, are 
not only needleſs, but deſtructive of good 
Order, and conſequently contrary to Law; 
a high Indignity offer'd to Parliament, and 
a Breach of the Privileges of that auguſt 
Aſſembly; which the good Oeconomy of 
the whole Community requires to be moſt 
ſacredly and inviolably maintain'd and pre- 
ſerved. 115 7587 

Should it be objected, that the Meeting 
of that number of Men, to oppoſe an 
Exciſe on Tobacco, about the Parliament- 
Houſe, was only intended to repreſent the 
great Leal and more ſtrong and lively Senſe 
of the Merchants and ſuperior Ranks of 
Traders againſt ſuch a Scheme: ſhould this 
be objected, I fay, I think it may very 


juſtly the reply'd, That could not in the rea- 


ton and nature of things be preſum'd ; be- 
cauſe whatever the extraordinary Teal, 
lively Senſe, and great Concern of the City 
might be upon ſuch an Occaſion, our Lan- 
guage affords words and phraſes fully ſig- 
nificant, energical and pathetick to exhibit 
them; and the Senſe of any Body of Pe- 
Htioners whatloeyer can never any other- 
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[ 14 ] 
wiſe appear to the Legiflature, than by 
the expreſs Words and Terms of the Pe- 
tition ; in which, to ſhew their great Una- 
nimity in Sentiment, every individual Citi- 
an may ſubſeribe his name; and then the 
Senſe of the people would be as ftrongly 
repreſented in à petitionary light, as the 
voice of the whole City aſſembled could be. - 

Whenever therefore the City is unani- 
mouſly averſe to the enacting any peculiar 
Law; and it is jadg'd expedient to repre- 
ſent their unanimity in its full force to the 
Legiſlative Power, this method of ſub- 
ſcription to their Petition by every Citizen 
anſwers all the Intents and Purpoſes of the 
fame Subſcribers; and in as ſtrong a man- 
ner, as if they had been all preſent to de- 
clare their Concurrence with their Petition 
viva voce, I may here venture to lay it 
down: as a general Maxim, that will ſcarce 
be controverted by any one, vz/z, that all 
extraordinary publick Aſſemblies for the 
obtaining or accompliſhing any End off a 
publick nature, whore the ſame End may 
be obtained by leſs popular Methods, are 
contrary to all Law and Reaſon ; tend to 
the deſtruQion of good order and civil obe- 
dience, and are introd1 of anarehy and 
confuſion in every State, where ſuch practices 
are countenane'd or encourag'd:. 


By 
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By Men who will date to think for 
themſelves, in ſpite of popular Clamour 
and Prejudice, what I have faid is full ſuffi- 
cient. to ſhew that the late Concourſe of 
People at #effminfter could not proceed, or 
at leaſt ought not to have proceeded, froth 
any apprehenſions that they could the bet- 
ter in a petitionary way communicate the 
Sentiments of the City to the Legiſla- 

ture. 

And if I ſhould be asked to account for 
the real Moti ve of ſuch an extraordinary 
Step in the Conduct of ſuch a Body of 
Men, I muſt confeſs I ſhould be ſomething 
at a loſs to find any other way of account- 
ing for it, than that it was done purpoſely 
and defignedly ro menace the Parliament ; 
and to tet themſelves in terrorem before the 
Face of the Legiſlature : Nay, it is cer- 
tain and indiſputable, that this, and this 
only was the prevailing motive of thei 

aſſembling in ſuch a manner. 

If in Alleviation of this Cenfure, it 
ſhould be alledg'd, that the Merchants and 
eminent Traders only attended without 
Swords or Sticks, with directions to keep 
good order, and appear with all due Sub- 
mi ſſion and Humility ; it muſt be obſetv'd, 
that this Argument is of no force of execute 
to any of the greateſt and moſt eminent 
Clizens ; becaute they cannot be pre ſum'd 
| ignorant 
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ignorant that the meeting of the Magi- 


rates, Officers, and principal Citizens to- 


gether in Cavalcade, in ſo popular, pom- 


pous and publick a manner, tho' under all 


the injunctions to order and decency, would 
be attended with all the tumults and inſults 
which enſued. And more eſpecially ſo 
after ſuch publick notice; and to ſay no 
worſe, after an invitation of all degrees, 
ranks and conditions of People to accom- 
pany them, they could not but be thorough- 
ly ſenſible that where-ever they went on 
ſuch a publick occaſion, there the head- 
ſtrong and ungovernable Rabble, and the 
tumultuous and diſorderly Multitude would 
ever be; who are brutiſhly ſtupid and in- 
{enſible of all order, decency and humanity, 
and commit fearleſly the moſt violent out- 
rages, the moſt ſhocking irregularities, juſt 
as the impetuous Tide of Clamour, Noiſe 
and Nonſenſe overflows the weak under- 
ſtandings of ſome of their Superiors. 

If I ſhould attempt to put the fineſt and 
moſt artful gloſs, (as I would fay all that 
I am able in their vindication) and give 
the ſofteſt and moſt good-natur'd turn to 
the late City Cavalcade and Appearance of 
Merchants and Traders ; ſhould 1 aſcribe it 
to their racking and pungent anxiety and 
concern for the Succeis of the Bill depend- 
ing; I fear ſuch a flight cobweb Extenua- 

tion 
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tion would be entirely deſtroy'd by our 
Adverſaries, conſidering the publick no- 
tice, or rather regular ſummons that was 
given to their Proceſſion. And indeed what 


would take away the whole weight of any 


thing I could ſay in their behalf, would be, 
the Obſervations which I have often heard 
made, that ſuch numbers of Citiaens were 


| employ'd and made it their Buſineſs to ex- 
cite and ſpirit up the whole City to appear 


vigorous and reſolute to make head upon 
ſuch an occaſion, that the Scheme 1icems 


 contriv'd by a City Cabinet-Council, de- 


fignedly, knowingly and wittingly to raife 


a mob-tempeſt. Every Change- Alley Sharper, 


every Tobacconiſt's Shop-ſweeper, and all their 
Porters and Carmen, as ſoon as they were 
turn'd of Temple-Bar, commenc'd Merchants 


Pro tempore. Theſe eminent Gentlemen drew 


their Fellow Sots and Companions with 


them, they their inferiors after them, and 


ſo from one degree to another, till at length 
numbers of outrageons and ungovetnable 
People flock'd together about the Parlia- 
ment- Houle, and very ſociably incorporated 
themſelves with the mode/} multi tude. 

And indeed it is impoſſible in to great, 


2 and populous a Metropolis as Lon- 


don is, that any great Body of Merchants 


and Traders ſhould, in fo publiek and re- 
markable a manner, aſſemble together on 
C: any 
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any occaſion, eſpecially when the ſame is 
fore known to the whole City, but the rude, 
ſottiſh, hair-brain'd Multitude will follow, 
and by their mixing will make a Tumult ; 
or at leaſt Tumults, Riots and Diſorders 
will always be inſeparable Attendants of 
ſach Meetings of the Magiſirates, Merchants 
and Traders of ſo great a City. 

I need not dwell upon the temper, incli- 
nations and bias of the Rabble, nor on the 
uſes that may, and have been made of them 
upon certain Emergencies and critical Con- 
junctures. We have the happineſs of ha- 
ving thoſe Niceties ſufficiently underſtood 
by thoſe whoſe Duty it is to ſuppreſs and 
diſcourage them. I cannot entertain that 
Suſpicion which many do, that the Tip- 
pling and Drunkenneſs the Mob were drawn 
into, (who are fit Inſtruments for executing 
any Inſults, or offering any Indignities to 
the Members of the Houſe of Commons) was 
owing to any private management, di- 
rections or connivance of the Body of Mer- 
chants and good Citizens in general ; but 
yet it is moſt certain they have many very 
wicked, diſaffected and mob- ſpiriting Mem- 
bers amongſt them; nor is it leſs certain 
that ſuch practices were ſecretly and craftily 
made uſe of to enrage, inflame and intoxi- 
cate thoſe turbulent and mutinous Crea- 
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Theſe Conſiderations indeed leave me 
without all ſcruple that this magnificent 
Cavalcade was made ſomewhat repugnant to 
(I had like to have ſaid directly contrary 
to) the Rules of Duty and civil Obedience; 
and quite inconſiſtent with, and deſtructive 
of that ſacred Awe and Authority requi- 
ſite to be upheld and ſupported towards the 
Legiſlature. It is an allow'd, and will 
ever remain an eternal and immurable 
Maxim, in judging of Offences, not only 
in Courts of Law, but in every other equi- 
table method of determination, that, when 
any perſon or perſons premeditatedly en- 
gage in any unlawful Act (tho' the Act it 
ſelf may be no otherwiſe ill, than as it is 
unlawful) they are always reſponſible for 
the conſequences that may attend it, even 
though unforeſeen or unintended by the 
principal Agent. This ugly knotty Maxim 
in judging of Mens Conduct, having the 
authority of the greateſt Judges and ableſt 
Reaſoners on the order of Society to ſup- 
port it, leaves me in an odd and unlucky 
dilemma ; which I really confeſs my {elf not 
able cleverly to get over. 

It I inſiſt that the Mobbing, Rioting, 
Infalts and Indignitizs conſequent upon the 
grand Cavalcade, were unthought of; or un- 
intended by the Sypplicants; and that they 


meant only to petition in an humble, loyal 
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and dutiſul manner, it will bring upon theſe 
brave Conduttors of the Cavalcade ſuch an 
imputation of Ignorance in human Events; 
ſuch an egregious Inadverteney and Impru- 
dence, as cannot be well reconcileable with 
the Stations they bear; and proves them 
defective in judgment, ignorant of the ef- 
ſedts of what they had undertaken, and too 
raſh and precipitate in their Reſolutions : 
this I am afraid would open to our Ene- 
mies a large field for Satire, Invective and 
Calumny. 

Yet, if I inſiſt on the ſagacity and pene- 
tration of theſe Leaders and Pilots, and 
peremptorily affirm it unſuppoſeable that 
they could be ſo incogitant, ſo defective in 
the principles of common prudence and 
_ foreſight : If, I ſay, this, on the other 
hand, be inſiſted on, we muſt then inevi- 
tably expoſe our ſelves to the rancour of our 
Malignants; who then will readily aſcribe 
the whole to a deliberate, wilful and de- 
ſigned Menace and Outrage to the Par- 
8 and an intrepid Reſolution to 
ſupport a cauſe vi & armisz which we 
thought unſafe, and doubtful under the 
Banner of fair and impartial Reaſoning. 
This being the unlucky State we are drove 
to, utrum horum mavis accipe, I am in- 
clined, out of Affection to my Fellow- 
Citizens, of the two Exils to faſten upon 
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the firſt, which ſeems the leaſt; were it not 
for the crabbed Objections, which I fear 
our Adverſaries will plague and harras us 
with. 

For, They will tell us, I doubt not, 
that the manner of our immediate demon- 
ſtrations of joy on our ſucceſs in this re- 
markable deliverance, did not ſo exactly 
quadrate and harmonize with that grateful 
and diſereet behaviour, which was ſuitable 
to the ſucceſs and gratification of humble 
Suitors and Petitioners. 

For theſe ſurly Gentlemen will ſay, that 
the ſetting forth great Guns, Blunderbuſſes, 
and other Machines of Violence, the for- 
mer againſt the Church, even the Mother- 
Church too, and the latter againſt the State, 
a playing in their order, are more agreeable 
to publick exultations on ſame victory ob- 
tain'd by arms againſt the Legiſlature, than 
a congratulatory rejoicing in honour of thoſe 
BenefaGors, who in compliance to our Pe- 
tition gave up, and ſet aſide every thing 
of a ftri& and impartial examination into 
the Merits of the Bill, merely to gratify 
and indulge us in our deſire. 

Theſe ill-natur'd Creatures may be apt 
to lay likewiſe, that after fo long a ceſſa- 
tion from Mobbing, &c. it is impoſſible ſud- 
denluy to raiſe fo precaution'd and furious a 
Mob as ſucceeded our Petition ; and that it 


can 
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can never be imagin'd that ſuch an impetu- 
ous Gang ſhould ſo preſervatively conduct 
themſelves without the directions of ſome 
powerful Men, who well underſtood that kind 
of diſcipline, and were the latent Promoters 
and Conductors of thoſe ripen'd Deſpe- 
radoes. 

There's another difficulty too, which I 
am conſcious I ſhall not be able handſomly 
to get over, that ariſes from urging our 
humble, decent and petitionary views only. 
The Loſs of Trade, the Poverty and Di- 
ſtreſs of our Traders, and ſuch ſort of 
Topicks, which have been ſo violently in- 
ſiſted upon by ſome Writers; (and which 
in many Caſes have been found ſo uſeful) 
will in a great meaſure fall to the ground, 
by reaſon of that long Train of mercantile 
Grandeur and Magnificence extended, as 
has been unhappily confeſs'd by my Bro- 
ther Danvers, from Guildhall to Weſtmin- 
ſter. Nor will our ſnarling Enemies forget 
to make a handle of that rage and fury, 
that reproach and obloquy, that was im- 
mediately afterwards beſtow'd on every in- 
dividual Member, withot diſtinction, that 
{poke in behalf of the Bill, in the place 
where a juſt diſcharge of their Duty called 
{or ſuch behaviour, and ſuch arguments as 
their reaſon and conſcience dictated to 
them: I ſay, ſuch head-ſtrong and in- 
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fatuated conduct, we ſhall be told, was far 
from exhibiting that Spirit of humility, 
remonſtrating, or petitioning. 

HBeſides, the Miniſters, who firſt ſet this 
Scheme on foot, may make uſe of this 
argument in their favour ; even if they 
ſhould acknowledge themſelves miſtaken in 
the nature and tendency of the Scheme. 
For as the inconveniency of an Exciſe, oc- 
caſion'd by the conſtant inſpection and 
viſits of Exciſemen, are only perfectly known 
to us Traders, they could not duly weigh 
them in their private conſiderations and 
reſolutions: But when by experience, from 
the Senſe of the People, they found they 
were more gauling than they ever appre- 
hended them to be; if upon this Senſe of 
the trading World, they gave up the 
Scheme, they ſtand fairly and honourably 
acquitted of all imputation of deſigning 
any injury or oppreſhon by it. 

And here, truth compels me to grant, 
as it is what cannot be contradicted, that 
it is the Duty of every Miniſter of State, 
who maſt be ſuppos'd firſt to be ſenſible of 
the Frauds, which are detected in the me- 
thod of collecting the publick Revenue, to 
lay the ſame before the Legi/lature, with 
ſuch rational Schemes for a Law to prevent 
them, as to him may appear moſt reaſona- 
ble, for their diſcuſſion and deliberation. 
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Was not this allow'd and encourag'd by 
Princes and Parhaments, we ſhould never 
be able to know the defects of any Law in 
force relating to the publick Revenue ; and 
conſequently could not be able to ſupply 
them. If this be granted, as I flatter my 
ſelf no Man of Senſe will conteſt it, then 
every Miniſter of State, who offers ſuch a 
Scheme, tho' it meets with the diſapproba- 
tion of the Legiſlature, is entitled to the 
higheſt Regard, and moſt honourable Treat- 
ment ; and his Scheme in right reaſon 
ought to be calmly and diſpaſſionately exa- 
min'd into, as it 1s a duty incumbent on 
him by virtue of his office to lay ſuch de- 
ſigns before the Parliament, and to ſupport 
them with ſuch Arguments as induc'd him 
to propoſe them. And indeed, I cannot 
help obſerving, with all deference and re- 
gard to my Fellow-Citizens, that it is very 
ill-becoming good and loyal Subjects to 
charge the Miniſters of their Prince in a 
particular manner, with Intentions of de- 
ſtroying our Liberties ; fince it muſt never 
be forgot, that theſe ſeveral Members of 
Parliament and worthy Patriots, (whoſe 
character and conduct thro' every Scene of 
Life, ſet them above all ſuſpicion of acting 
from any private or fordid views) who 
vindicated and approv'd the Scheme, ren- 
der it ſo far from being inſupportable by 
| ſtrong 
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ſtrong reaſon and good argument, that I 
muſt confeſs, were it not for theſe incon- 
viencies of Officers, (which as I never knew 
them, the more I dread them) no fair and 
uprigkt Trader could, in honour and con- 
ſcience have oppos'd it. 
And as the reaſons, for oppoſing this 
Bill, ariſe from ſuch incumbrances on 
Trade, with which the Min/ry, cannot, 
and the Trader only can be perfectly ac- 
quainted ; fo if the Bill be reaſonable, and 


juſtifiable fo far as Mizifters may be ſup- 


pos'd to be compleat Judges, then the 
Miniſtry in all Juſtice and Equity muſt 
ſtand acquitted of any odious imputation. 
When Miniſters, in caſes of this nature, are 
goyern'd by our accounts of things, in which 
we our ſelves profeſs to be the only proper 


Judges, we muſt generouſly acknowledge, 


that we have receiv'd great favours and 
honours at their hands; and thereby a 
Miniſiry diſplay the higheſt regard to the 
trading World, and merit their molt grate- 
ful acknowledgments and applauſes. This, 
by every moderate and unbials'd Thinker, 
muſt be allow'd no deccitful or i.llacious 
way of reaſoning, but ſuch which every 
honeſt mind may obviouſly diicern to be 


Juſt and uncxceprionable. 


If we ſhould infift that we had only 


ſuppliant and petitionary views, in rciorting 
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to Parliament, our Enemies will certainly lay 
hold of this conceſſion : ; and ſhew that our 
ſubſequent condud@ in reviling the Miniſtry 
has been baretacedly inconſiſtent with that 
way of reaſoning ; and ſo we muſt neceſ- 
ſarily bring our ſelves under the odium and 
infamy of bale ingratitude. 

Iam ſenſible that it has been an antient 
and eſtabliſh'd doctrine in politicks, that 
Prime Miniſters and Privy-Counſellors ſhould 
ever be above the reach of popular fury, 
and {urniſh'd with Awe and Authority to 
repulſe the impetuous torrent of vulgar 
enthuſiaſm. If indeed ſupreme Magi/?rates 
were not arm'd and fortify'd with ſuch au- 
thority, underſtanding, and commanding 
knowledge in the affairs of common poli- 
ticks, they would ſoon become uſeleſs; 
and ſuch who were well accompliſh'd and 
diſciplin'd in the Pilotage of Mobs and Mul- 
titudes, aud could artfully ſwim uppermoſt 
with the boiſterous and ungovernable tor- 
rent of yulgar affections, would become the 
greateſt Men, fitteſt to diſcover the cur- 
rent, and to ride upon the Top-maſt of 
the State, tols'd by every wind and wave 


of the Multitude, without any determinate 


ſteddy rule to direct and preſerve it. 
Inveſting Miniſters therefore with ſuch 
Authority "from their Prince, and treating 
them with that decency, eſteem and venc- 
ration, 
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ration, that may encourage the greateſt, 
moſt virtuous and able Men to undertake 
ſuch anxious, laborious and important of- 
fices of State, was formerly thought good 
policy ; becauſe ſuch behaviour render'd 
Majeſty more ſacred and awful, and the 
People leſs liable to Inſurrections and civil 
Commotions, But I ſhall drop this vein 
of reaſoning, leſt I ſhould claſh with and 
impugn the Animadverſions of our re— 
nown'd Advocate Eſquire Danvers, the City 
Liberty-Crier. For that Gentleman tells 
us, that our behaviour upon this occaſion 
has wiped off that invidious reflection of 
Monſieur Voltaire, who ſays, in his Hiſtory 
of the late King of Sweden ; that the pre- 
ſent Exgliſh are no more like the Engliſh in 
the days of CrxomweLt, than the Monks 
and Prelates of Rome are like the antient 
Sc1P1O'S, 

To vindicate my Fellow-Citizens from ſuch 
groſs and ſcurrilous aſperſions and contu- 
melies, from ſuch ſcandalous reproaches and 
ignominies, I ſhall furniſh them, and my 
Fellow-Labourer Danvers, with a few pretty 
remarkable hints, to illuſtrate and corrobo- 
rate that Author's oblervation : ſuch hints, 
as I am apt to imagine, will apparently 
evince that the E121i/h have ſtill nor a little 
of the Spirit of our Anceſtors in the days 
of Cromwool. 
| D 2 Cromwel 
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Cromwel himſelf, it is remarkable, was 
raiſed by well underſtanding the Spring of 
the Multitude, ſucceeded more by dint of 
Cant and fictitious Zeal for publick Liberty 
and publick Good than any of his oppoſers, 
tho” of infinitely greater abilities, honour 
and integrity, could by the ſtrongeſt reaſon, 
trueſt policy, and acts of the moſt diſinte- 
reſted Patriotiſm. He could preſcribe to 
the Multitude ſo as to make them drunk 
with the Sprits of Liberty, and ſo intoxi- 
cate and infatuate them, with the name, 
that they would never be fatisfy'd till they 
had the unbounded Liberty to pull down 
all Government and Order both in Church 
and State; and 'tis the opinion of moſt 
People, that our own Age has produc'd as 
deſigning a diflembler of Patriotiſm, which 
he would readily ſhew, if he could once 
bring things into the ſame confuſion that 
Oliver found them, 

When that Spirit firſt took birth, which 
in the Uſurper's time grew to its fall ri pe- 
neſs and maturity, did not the City of 
London petition the Legiſlature? Did not 
a ſactious multitude of Citizens crowd a- 
bout the Houſe of Commons, and inſult 
thoſe worthy Members, who had the true 
Intereſt of their Kinz and Country only at 


heart? Have not many of the City of Londun 


attempted the ſame, and have they not 
fAock'd 
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flock'd in great multitudes to the doors 
of the Senate; and to uſe my Fellow- 
Labourer Mr. Danvers's words, have they 
not made a brave ſtand there? 

Did not every conceſſion of Parliament 
at the time I am ſpeaking of, only pave 
the way to a freſh Petition? But, inſa- 
tiable in their demands, the more was 
granted, the more was ſollicited for. In 
like manner, has not the dropping of the 
Exciſe-Bills upon Wine and Tobacco, merely 
in compliance to the Citizens, brought 
forth another monſtrous Petition from the 
Citizens, relating to Coffee and Tea ? Did 
not the Liberty-Party, after that unfortu- 
nate King had offer'd all Satisfaction for that 
ill Conduct he was charg'd with by them, 
daily petition and adviſe his Majeſty to 
give up his Counſellors, and his Prerogative 
into their hands, that he thereby might 
become a great and a glorious Prince? And 
has not a head-ſtrong factious Party for 
ſome years paſt preſcrib'd the very ſame 
doctrine to his preſent ſacred Majeſty, whoſe 
Princely Conduct and Regard for the juſt 
liberties of the Subject calls for as great ap- 
plauſe, as any part of the others could cen- 
ſure? And have they not done this from 
the ſame pretended zeal for the liberties of 
the People? Did not the ſame Cromwellian 
Party continually expoſe, ridicule and con- 
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temn every thing they could come at, which 
paſs d at the Council-Board, or coin'd ſome- 
thing they would have had ſaid, and pro- 
pagated it amongſt the Commonalty, who 
treated it with the greateſt Sarcaſm and 
Diſdain that Wit and Malice could invent, 
to leſſen that high Reverence and ſacred re- 
gard due to Majeſiy? 

And do not our preſent modern Patriots 
do the ſame now, do not my Fellow-Citizens, 
and many of my Fellow Conmon-Council- Men 
at publick Cofee-Houſes and Taverns do the 
lame? Do they not talk without reſerye, of 
every Paſſage, which they preſume to ſay 
pals'd between the King and his Privy-Coun- 
cil, the very next Morning after, and give 


it every ſplenetick and malignant turn, to 


thediladvantage of his Majeſty and Miniſtry. 
Tho' I have a much greater and more 
exalted opinion of the Secrecy of his Maje- 
fty'sPrivy-Council, than to believe what any 
CommonCouncil-Man of our City ſays of their 
private conferences ; yet this will be con- 
ſtrued, at leaſt, as a ſufficient Teſtimony 
what ſome of that invidious Body wiſh'd to 

have been true. | Es 
Theſe remarks pretty well ſupport Mr 
Danvers's Obſeryations, that the Cyomwellian 
Spirit prevails amongſt us, and renders it 
leſs ſurprizing, that Liberty, Property, bad 
Councils, Prerogative, Taxes, Loſs of T. Fs * 

ou 


5 wp wo WW Vu 


— 


— 


WWW 


* 


ſhould be made the common- place Topicks 
to lead, captivate and confound the ductile 
multitnde to any diſlike of his gracious 
Majeſty and his envied Miniſtry. 

There is a further Argument till that the 
City-Calamniators may make uſe of againſt 
aſcribing our Succeſs to the Petition only; 
for thereby we ſhall be compell'd to contra- 
dict our Fellow-Labourer and Partizan the 
Craſtſinan; for he takes occaſion to ſay, that 
a certain Miniſterial Writer, before the de- 
clenfion of the Exciſe-Bill, had declar'd, that 
he would date the fall of the Mini/try from 
the time that they were bullied out of their 
reaſon; which my friend Caleb ſays is a fine 
opportunity of triumphing over his Patron : 
which fully implies, from Mr. Danvers's own 
words, that the Miuiſiry and Parliament, in- 
ſtead of being reaſon'd out of the Exciſe- 
Bill, have, by the Citizens of London, and 


! thoſe whole private Intereſt it was that it 


ſhould not take effect, been nothing leſs 
than merely bullied and terrified out of ir. 

I ſhall now makea few ſlight remarks up- 
on the other part of the Dilemma. And let 
us ſuppole, for once, that the Body of Citi- 
2ens, lo aſſembled themſelves to ſhew their 
diſmal apprehenſions of the impending Storm 
againft their Trade, and ſet themſelves in ar- 
ray before the face of the Legiſlature, mere- 
ly as Scare-crows, This is indeed undutiful, 
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if not bordering upon ſomething worſe: But 
however, that may be alleviated by the trite 


maxim of neceſſitas non habet legem. Beſides, 
we have a moſt excellent Authority for our 


juſtification from our great and indefatiga- 


ble Advocate the Author of the final Au- 


fſwer ; who, in his wonderful Apology for 


turning Rebel, tells us; that where Men 
are injur'd, or only imagine themſelves to 
be ſo, it is but natural to ſeek redreſs in any 
manner within the tether of their abilities: 
If to that end Men take up arms againſt 
their King and Country, it cannot be ſuppos'd, 
that ſuch wickedneſs is intended againſt the 
collective Body of the People, but againſt 
thole only, who they conceive to be their 
chief Injurers. I hope the Authority of ſo 
celebrated a Patriot, ſo diſtinguiſh'd for his 
zeal for Liberty, and ſo ſincere a friend to 
his Country, will ſurely be ſufficient for our 


juſtification, and will skreen us from every 


kind of unhandſome imputation. For if it 
be true that Men entring into foreign Service 
againſt their King and Conntry, in favour of 
a Popiſh Pretender, cannot be intended to 
take up arms againſt the colleQive Body of 
the People, but only againſt particular Per- 
ſons, by whom they apprehended them- 
ſelves to be injur'd ; ſure ſuch an Aſſocia- 
tion of Citizens, without the participation 
of any foreign power or aſſiſtance; ſuch a 


rendege. 
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rendezvous of Merchants and Traders at the 
entrance of the Senate, attended with no 
other conſequences than obſtructing and aſ⸗- 


faulting ſome few of the Members only, can 


never be thought any affront or indignity 
offer'd to the whole Body of the Legiſlature, 
but to thoſe Members only, whom we barely 


imagin'd to intend us an injury: and the 


rather fo, becauſe the ſame perſons, who 
were the pretended objects of that Revel's 
revenge, are the very perſons who now 
preſume to attempt, as we ſay, the diſcou- 
Tagement of Fraud, and making a grie- 
vous encroachment upon thoſe invaluable 
properties of an Engliſhman, SMOAKING and 
Sorrixe. For us Citizens therefore not to 
concur with ſo worthy a Friend, ſo renown= 
ed a Hero, i in oppoling thoſe very Perſons, by 
whom ,we both think our ſelves injur'd, 
would be to diſplay ſome Symptoms of the 
fla gitious ſin of ingratitude. | 

And if we ſhould think it moſt eligible to 


grant that the conſequences of the afſer mbling 


were foreſeen, expected, and intended by the 
leading Citizens; yet they may plead igno- 
rance in point of Law, without giving up any 
Part « of that Character rack'd to their great and 


eminent Stations. For we are all ſuppos'd 


only Traders and Dealers amongſt the va- 


rioùs Claſſes of the labouring and * 


World; and tho', as I have before ſaid, 


cannot plead i ignorance of the Facts, which 
E malt 
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muſt always be conſequent upon ſuch a 
grand meeting of Merchants; nor pre- 
tend to ſay we did not foreſee the Members 
would be inſulted, without leſſening our 
reputations and underſtandings as Citigens, 
and eſpecially thoſe who are Magi/irates , 
yet with ſecurity to our Characters, we may 
plead ignorance of the Law; that the inſult 
of ſome few Members only, was a breach of 
the privilege of the whole Houſe. 

This profound way of reaſoning too, will 
help us to ſhift off the guilt from the col- 
lective Body of Citizens, and enables us to 
ſaddle it upon thoſe only, who promoted it; 
and from whole Stations and Characters 
they may well be preſum'd to have a pre- 
ſcience not only of the FaQts that would in- 
evitably follow ſuch a concourle of People, 
but allo how far. thoſe Facts were Offences. 
Who thoſe Men were that directed and 
promoted ſuch Conduct, will be difficult for 
me to point out ; nor would I be thought 
to give the leaſt hint or innuendo that any 
Member of the honourable H s of 


C s ſhould, to ſerve a preſent turn, firſt. 


excite ſo large a Body of Citizens to do an 
Act, which he himſelf immediately after- 
wards voted a breach of privilege. But if 
there ſhould be any ſuch, I cannot forbear 
obſerving, that it is but a very baſe, poor 
and ignoble teſt of his true Patriotiſm, or 
xegard to the liberties of us Citizens; for 
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in ſome other Reigns ſuch conduct might have 
contributed to deprive the City wholly of 
their antient Rights and Immunities. This 
will give my Fellom- Citigens lufticient reaſon 
to believe that the perpetual Hurricanes and 
Tempeſts for publick Liberty and publick 
Good, that ſo violently agitate the breaſts of 
theſe Liberty-Enthuſiaſts, are merely artifi- 
cial; and more calculated for their private in- 
tercſt, and affected popularity, than from any 
good to our Trade and Proſperity. 

Whoever laid the firſt foundation for this 
late City-Prodigy, is beſt known to our 
greateſt Citizens, and prelent Magiſtrates ; 
and if they can prove any M- r to be 


hatching and promoting the Cavalcade, then 


it is evident and unqueitionable, that ſuch 
M rs and their Tribe of Emiſſuries 
and Coadjutors ought in reaſon to anſwer 
for all the conlequences and the breach of 
privilege is chargeable on the firſt-rate 
Agents, and not upon the bulk of my 
Fellou-Citigens. And this I think I may 
very ſafely venture to ſay in behalf of the 
City, without the imputation of any de- 
ſign of flattery or adulation; viz. that the 
hardeſt and ſevereſt thing that can be ſaid 
of them, is, that they were fret diente fai, 


non Juris. 


From theſe plain and rats 
I think it fully appears, that my Fellow- 
Citizens have been in no ways culpable in 
4 their 


— 
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their conduct on this memorable occafion, 
If they did not foreſee the inſults that were 
offer d, it only brands the chief Magiſtrates 
with ſome marks of weakneſs and preci pi- 
tancy; if they did foreſee them, yet as 
their Stations don't ſuppoſe them Lawyers, 
and to know the conſequences of the fact, 
they are in a better caſe ; becauſe their ca- 
pacities and underſtandings are in no ways 
impeach'd ; ſo that the guilt will reſt on 
thole only whole Stations preſume them 
knowing, not only of the Facts conſequen- 
tial to ſuch extraordinary and unuſal meet- 
ings, but of the effects of theſe facts in 
point of Privilege alſo : From whence I 
may very juſtly conclude, that I have very 
fully vindicated my Fellaw-Citizens from all 
that train of Aſperſions and Calumaies 
that have invidiouſly been caſt upon their 
excellent Conduct. 

Beſore I throw aſide my Pen, I cannot 
forbear making a remark upon the turn 
and complection of the trading World, with 
regard to political controverſies and diſqui- 
ſitions in general. 

The Body of the People, who ſubſiſt 

upon Trade and Induſtry, being in the ge- 
neral, incapable of diſcerning real danger at 
a diſtance, unable from their own abilities 
to judge of political Power, Schemes and 
rojects, are naturally quick to reſentment, 
and caſily work d upon and irritated into a 
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Spirit of oppoſition: For as their btead, and 
the welfare of their whole families depend 
upon Trade and Induſtry, fo wheneyer they 
are decoy'd by falle colours into a belief 
that the fruits of their labour and induſtry 
are in danget, no Men are more ready to 
take fire, and to burn with the moſt vehe- 
ment rage and inveteracy, being agitated 
thereto from the grand and prevailing prin- 
ciple of ſelf- preſervation. They not being 
able of themſelves to diſcern danger at a 
diſtance, are over credulous of every idle 
Story, of every romantick Mriter and 
Prater, that ſhall divert them with any 
thing that agrees with their common ſub- 
jeas of Converſation; as the badneſs of 
Trade; the wickedneſs of the Age, the 
villany of all Government and Governors, 
the frauds of this great Man, and the tricks 
and chicaneries of the other. And this inceſ- 
ſant method of writing and talking operates 
ſo ſtrongly upon their minds, who have nei- 
ther lei ſure nor capacity to examine things 
to the bottom, till at length it precipitates 
them into the moſt violent and fatal ex- 
tremes. 
How ealy therefore is it for a ſtrong and 
united faction of Men of parts, learning, 
artifice and inſinuation, ſo to captivate and 
cajole the bulk of the trading People, when 
for their own private views and deſigns 
they find it neceſſary to delude and trepan 


them? 


— 3 = —— = —_— - - — — 
" == - * —— - — 
— — — _ - — - — — 

— — . - — 2 


7 —— TW 
\ — = —— — —- D ” 
— = = - 
— — _— — — —_— - 
— = . — — — 42 — — 
- —C * 
* . ty — ” 2 - 
* ä 4 — — 
— — — — — 
- — a 
. - 2 S * - - =y 


> —— - 
22 
— 
— — 
— 
* 


38 

them? Hiſtory, it is true, affords us too 
many inſtances of Men in high Stations, 
armed with power and authority, who 
have frequently abus'd the high truſts re- 
poſed in them; but the more of theſe exam- 
ples appear in the Records of Antiquity, the 
more valuable it renders every ſuch Miniſter, 
who makes no ill uſe of his power. 

All Men, even the meaneſt and moſt 


deſpicable Subject under any accuſation, is, 


by all Law and Reaſon, judg'd innocent 
till the contrary appears. Why then ſhould 
not Miniſters of State be as juſtly and hu- 
manely judg'd of as common Criminals ? 


Riches and Power in the hands of ambi- 


tious Miniſters have frequently indeed ex- 
cited Men to enlarge them ſillegally; but 
then it muſt be obſerv'd, that theſe paſ- 
ſions and weakneſſes are not only peculiar 
to Miniſters of State, but common to all 
Men, and to all Societies and Communities 
of Men under Heaven. The ſame Hiſtories, 
which abound with inſtances of Miniſters, 
who, by their great riches and affluence, 
have become tyrannical, furniſh us likewiſe 
with inſtances of great Cities and Communi— 


_ ties of Men, who, by their great and ex- 


tended Riches, derived to them from a long 
ſeries of peace, plenty and proſperity, have 
become inſolent to their Prince, and diſo— 
bedient to the Laws of their Country. 


But 
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But let us, my Fellou-Citigens, never 
bring our ſelves under ſuch imputations; 
let us be upon our guard, not to be miſlead 
and impos'd upon by any Fa#iom, who 
think to ſport themſelves with the ſtrong 
paſſions and weak judgments of the trading 
part of the Nation : let us think for our 
ſelves, with our own underſtandings ; let 
us ſee with our own eyes, and not with 


the eyes of thoſe whoſe intereſt it is to de- 


ceive us. 

What unnatural outcries and lamentations 
have we been ſtunn'd with, upon the decay 
and loſs of Trade to this grand Metropolis? 
What declamatory fuſtian harangues have we 
been amus'd with upon the proſperity of 
other Nations, and poverty of our own? And 
what uſes have deſigning Men made of 
thoſe popular and noiſy Topicks? But if 
we will dare to judge for our ſelves, uſe our 
own eyes, and our own underſtandings, 
what ſymptoms do we find of theſe calami- 
ties? If the great augmentation of our Ex- 
ports and Imports, and the Exceſs of the 
former he one, then indeed our Trade is de- 
clining: If the great extent, ſplendor, and 
magnificence of our Buildings, the increaſe 
of our inhabitants, the growing appearance 
among the trading part of our Nation, in 
Coaches, Houſes and Furniture; and every 
other Species of opulence and proſperity, be 
3gns of the decay of Trade and Poverty of 


Our 


our Merchants, then are we poor indeed : 
If the daily Concourſe of Foreigners from 
all parts of Europe to reſide, and be natura- 
liz d amongſt us, be an indication of our own 
Poverty, and of the Grandeur of other Na- 
tions, then we muſt be a needy and a begy 
early Nation beyond diſpute. 

The ſame exclamations have been made 
upon the loſs of Liberty; but if Engliſh- 
men will be Evgliſhmen, and not ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be worm'd out of their common 
Senſe ; if they will think for themſelves, 
and ſwallow no ſuch political Creeds, as 
tome Men would gladly cram down their 
throats, they will ſoon be convinc'd that all 
cries about the loſs of Liberty are equally 
fallacious with thoſe of the loſs of Trade ; 
they will find, upon a fair and impartial 
examination, that England never enjoy'd 1o 
great a ſhare of Liberty, Wealth nor Learn- 


ing, as ſhedoes under the preſent Admini- 
Rration. 
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